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GUNNAR KASSON cand BALTO
II 4PP.G"ill~ in
BALTO'S RACE TO NOME'\

Bduca.ttcm.41 SIJItCI4I.
For Electro 0nSer No. -.a F_ lIat (~) Ordu No, 3619-11

"BALTO'S RACE TO NOM.··

"BALTO'S RACE TO NOME" A REENACTMENT OF THE
HEROIC RACE TO SAVE A PLAGUE-STRICKEN CITY

No More Gripping or-Thrilling Drama Ever Preeented on Stace
or Screen Than this Life and Death Struggle.

No more gripping drama has ever been thrown upon the screen than the picturizabtn of the historic ex­
ploit of.a canine herlr-"Balto's Race To Nome" with Gunnar Kasson and BallO, the heroes of the race, reenact­
ing for the camera and for historic record, the wonderful race to save the diphtheria stricken city of Nome.

One who watches the unfolding of this product of the cameraman's art has to pinch himself repeatedly to
realize that this is a bit of real life and not the fantastic imaginings of a scenarioist.

The racing dogs, the aU but stricken driver, the limitless wastes of snow, all serve to bring to the mind of the
onlooker a realization of the suffering involved in what probably wiU be the last chapter in the winning of
America's far distant frontiers.

Gunnar Kasson, the six foot hero of the dash that saved the Alaskan town from a diphtheria epidemic, already
has won a place among the nation's heroes. But Balto, a pure-blooded Siberian, lead dog of a team of heroic
ranine toilers that struggled on through blizzards, high wmds and a temperature that at times reached a low level
of more than fifty degrees below zero, has gained a place in the hearts of all red-blooded Americans.

Entirely apart from the tremendous grip of this human drama, the onlooker cannot fail to faU under the sway
of the remarkable beauty of the photographic effects. Mlich of the picture was shot on a plateau high up on the
slopes of Mt. Ranier when twenty feet of snow covered not only the ground but most of the trees. If scenic
artists can produce a picture background that will approach this for sheer awe inspiring beauty we have not
yet seen it.

"This is a picture that will do more
to make real Americans than a ton of
historical books," said Major H. L.
Suydam, President of the Alaska Yulion
Club in Lo An&,eles. "It shows, just
what one man and an equally heroic
team of dogs, did under the most
terrific handicaps that nature could
heap in their patti."

Kas on wa one of the drivers who
volunteered to take the life-saving ser­
um on one of the stages of the perilous
journey. He reached the end of his
portion of the relay and his relief was
nowhere in sight, so Kasson pushed on.
Word hat.! been received that a ter­
rific torm made the lLail imRassable
but ~asson had already left when the
word cam '. He oon encountered thi
t 'rrible bl;zzard. so severe that his
Il'ad dog he itated and thell stopped.

o amount of urging could make him
face the tinging wind and blindinl(
no\. Ka on ub tituted another dog

for the I"ad, but he. too, faltered and
refused to go forward.

Two more dORS were tried in the
lead po ition but each in turn uc­
cumbed to the heavy work and killing
storm and reCu d to go forward.

Ka on then took Balto, the haft
dog. from hi position next to the sled
and harne ed him in the I ad dog'
po Ition. Balto wa the mallest dog
in the outfit, but the little iberian
stuck hi no e into the torm and fol­
low d the trail through a blizzard 0
den that Kas on him elf could not
e the trail twenty feet ahead nor

could he make out Balto, plungin
through dle night and the torm,
brea tin the drift and literally dra •
ging the exhaust d and di pirited team
with its preciou cargo b hind him
until the Itag er d into the street
of orne.

L"



A WO D TO EXHI ITORS:
When you pre.ent "Balto'. Race To Nome" you are thowinl

your .udiencea a faithful reproduction of • deed of heroiam that
hu .ttncted more wic:le-apread attention than any aimilar aploit in
a pneration.

Thia ia NOT a picture- 6Imed with acton and atudio "prope."
It ia an actual reproduction of a hi.tone event that wiD live in aoog
and .tory .. long .. the exploit. of dauntleu pioneen are re­
membered. It ia reenacted for the camera aolely becauae time could not
be given to the cameramen·on the orilinal dub to Nome, while
hunc:lreda of livea hung in the balance.

Gunnar Kuaon, with a thoroughneaa that made hia conqueat of
the element. in an Ala.kan winter poaible, broupt not only Balto,
hi. entire dog team, hi. sledge and every bit of paraphernalia back
to Ranier National Park for uae in thia picture, but faithfully
rebeaned every step of hia torturou. battle with winda, blizzard.
and a temperature of fifty depeea below zero, while camerae
cranked. '"

Wherever thi. picture baa been mown it h.. been greeted by the
newapapera .. a newa eYeDt. Wherever Kuaon and Balto have
been 8een they have been greeted with elaborate receptions. It i.
unneceaary to build up intereat in Balto or Kauon. It is only
neces..ry to arouae diecuaion of the fact that you have obtained
thia picture for your theatre.

Forget that thia picture is but two reel in length, but bear in
mind that no matter what elee you have on your propam with it.
tWa ia the picture .bout wIIic:h youi ........ wiD.... Therefore.
you will find it profitable to arouae your reviewen to tbi. fact.
Let them build their reviews on it. Special run. of the picture
miaht be arranged for the Boy Scoutl and other organization.
named eleewhere in thia meet.

A monument in Central Parly New York.' an addreu that held
up ofticial buaineaa in the United Statea Senate for half an hour.
lOOp, poem., storiea,-in fact almoet univenal diacuuion of thi.
apIoit--leave no doubt of the fact that the deed of Balto and
Kauon baa pipped the imqination of every thinkinl adult in
America. Now it i. within your power to let them lee the man, the
clop and the actual ..vinl of Nome ..-acted Ware their q.1

Could anybody ..k for bigger. or more receptive "ready made"
audiencea)

-



".ALTO'S RACE TO NOME"

EPIC OF BALTO AND KASSON MAY
BE LAST OF ITS KIND IN HISTORY

hi

WHAT KIND OF
DOG IS HERO OF

RACE TO NOME?

(Pftpared .. advance public.it)' atory)

Balto, canine hero of the most re­
markable frontier exploit of the last
decade, and Gunnar Kasson, indom­
itable driver of the team that ran­
the la t thrilling lap of the perilous
race with death to orne carrying
the precious diphtheria serum, have
recorded their historic race in film,
"Balto' Race To Nome." The pic-
ture has been secured by the ..
theatre and it will be hown there be-
ginning .

What manner of dog and man is it
that made this race about which a
nation exclaimed in wonder?

Gunnar Ka on is a typical frontiers­
man. Six foot two in his walrus hide
boots, lean-limbed, two hundred odd
pounds of bone and sinew. he is of the
type that wrested the West from the
wilderness; of the breed that should­
ered axe and rifle and hewed Kentucky
and the middle west from the dark
forests. His type led ,the gold-rush
to California and wa in the van of
every wagon train that plodded into
Oregon and later braved the rigors
of Alaska in the first gold rush to the
Klondike and the treasure laden sand$
of Nome. t"':

The sled dog isl a figure less familiar
in frontier hi tory but without which
the conquest of Ala ka would have
been impossible.

Balto is a pure blooded iberian
who, until after the pre ent exploit,
never had s en any world except the
limited sphere bounded by the craggly
growth about ome.

He i ix years old-the prime of a
carrying dog' life-i a browni h black
and wa endowed by nature with white
tockings.

nlike the malamute, which is half
wolf, the Sib rian has an un wcrving
affection for hi ma t r and turns a
friendly ey toward all human kind.
Only wh n hi ma ter, or the load
he i carrying, is threatened with at­
tack will h uncover hi abre-like fangs
and emit the ominou narl that u ua1l)'
i ufficient to drive away any enemy.

Balto wa the" haft dog" of the
team-the dog neare t the sled. When
the blinding blizzard topped the lead
do , Ka on ub tituted three other
dogs but each refused to break trail
or face the killing torm. Ka on then
took Balto from his position. harne ed
him at th head of the line-and Balto,
the smalle t do in the outfit-bored
into the torm. found and held the
trail and literally dra ed the exhau.ted
tum into Nome.

Balto is Pure Siberian
and Not Malamute

as Supposed
J

f:::.

.11
BALTO, h~ro of 1M
famous dD.sh ID sa""

Nome
, IN

'BAL'TdS~ TO NOME"
For Electro Order No. 3617-E

For Mat (Free) Order No. 3617-M

TRAVELS FAR TO
WELCOME BALTO

(Pftpared .. adYantt publicit)' ItOry)

When Balto, canine hero of the
desperate dash to Nome, fir t arrived in
Los Angeles to make hi motion pic­
ture, "Balto' Race to Nome" which

'will be at the Theatre .
among the Illany thousands who
warmed to greet him was one ad­

mirer who had travelled more than
half-way aero s the con tin nt 01 I
to pay him a visit.

Mr. ]. K. Pim, who e home i.
in t. Loui , follow d' the exploit of
Gunnar Ka on and Balto from the
moment their name fir t appeared in
the new pap r. V h n it wa an­
nounced that on a certain date they
would be in Lo Ang Ie , Mr. Pim
laid a ide her new paper and p eked
a bag.

"I can get there by that day my elf,"
he aid.

And, although eighty year old, he
did.

Radio and Aeroplanes
Wiping Out Barriers

on Far Frontiers.
(Pftpared al advance publicit)' ItorJ)

Picturization of the Educational
. pecial. "Balto's Race to Nome." to
lH' een at the Theatre .
i. declared br motion picture producers
to be one 0 the greatest triumph. of
howmanship in the history' of the
creen, for the actual filming of the

picture which wil1 immortalize the Si·
berian dog and the hu ky "musher"
who saved the Alaskan town from the
tragic results of a diphtheria epidemic
began within eleven days after the
completion of the dash across the snow­
covered wastes of the Far North.

When preparations were first made
for the filming of the picture it was
not known whether the carrying of
the life-giving serum into Nome would
be successfully accomplished.

But when Gunnar Kasson and Balto
dragged weary feet into Nome at 5:30
o'c1ock on the never to be forgotten
ll\orning of February 2. Kasson was
greeted with a cablegram asking him
to return at once to the nearest port
where he and his dogs might ship to
Seattle to repeat their trip in the snow'
of Ranier.

"Yu hers" are men of quick de­
cisions. Kasson slept until 4 o'clock
in the afternoon-the first sleep in
forty-eight hours-and slat:ted back to
Nenana. Ten days later he was trying
to evade reception committees in

eattle which sought to do the two
heroes-man and dog-the honor that
was their due.

"Thi i just one of the po sibilities
of the creen that occur so seldom,
Jlllt always justify the motion picture
camera." said Sol Lesser, the producer.
"Ala kans say that the coming of the
aeroplane, radio and more general use
of the telegraph and telephone have
made this ort of exploit the la t of
its kind we may expect to ee.

"Ka on. and to no Ie a degree
his dog, Balto. have lived up to the
highest ideals of the talwart race that
first won the We t in our more fa­
miliar tate and now ar.e completing
their ta k in the Far orth.

.. A record of this exploit, viewed b
our childr n a quarter of a century from
today, when good road , plenty of auto­
mobile and po ibl' an equa1ly general
u e of the aeroplane will have made
the wild of the orth ubmit to the
need of man, should go far to make
men re pect tho e ho hav made the
world more livable, and brought the
frontier of civilization to our ver
fire ides:'

;



DOG AND DRIVER
OF FAMOUS RACE

REENACT DASH

Dalto and K8IIOn Star
in Remarkable Film

of Frozen North
( .npaper rCYie. few _ after aIlowu..

of pichon)

Long after the fame of the present
day motion picture or stale actor hal
lJa d into O~Il. the Ilamu of

unnar Ka so~and Balto. hi. dOl.
will be rre h in the mind of the
American public. And long after actor­
made cr en dramas have been rorllot­
ten. the m mory of "Balto's Race To
.ome" will remain.
This little picture which i at the

.. Theatre. filmed to preserve
ror history the reenactment of the fa­
mous race with death to save a stricken
city, present Gunnar Kas on. tbe
driver or the last delperate lap of the
race, and Balto the Siberian husky who
held the trail in the face of a killing
blizzard and without whom Kasson
would have been 10lt, in a remarkabl)'
convincing and real picture showinll
the high-lights of their historic race.

The picture was filmed in the twenty
foot snows of Mt. Ranier and brinlfs
home to the spectator in a thrillinlf
and dramatic manner. what peril. and
hardships the plucky dog and driver
contended with. It is sheer drama.
rendered doubly effective by the pres­
ence on the screen of the two heroes
who ¢formed the original exploit.

The picture wa produced' by Sol
Lesser.

SPECIAL EXPLOITATION
tten Balto and Ka n were welc med to L· ngele they were

tendered a recepti n by member and repre el1tati\"e f vari us civic
and nati nal a iati n. Th rganization repre ented in the re­
ception were:

Boy Scouts Lion's Club
Ameriean Red Cro City Administration
National Guard ScKiety Prevention Cruelty
Rotary Club to Animals.
Chamber of Commerce American Association of
Y. 1\1. C. A. Engineers
American Legion Kiwanis Club
American Hospital Disabled Veterans World War

Association County Board of Supervl80ra
orrespond with th or the head of the above organ-

izati 11 in y ur cit and ure their cooperati It. ecure Ii t of
their member and cir ularize them. perate with the Bard of
Education and lly running' ial children. 1ll3tine or m rning
performan )' u can add many dollar t )" ur oox-offl e r eipt on
thi pi ture.

GUNNAR KASSON
a.PJHGri-a1 in

*8ALTC1S RACe TO NOf1(
'duaztitmal Speci4l

For Electro Order No. 3688-E
Foe Kat (Free) Order No. 3688-M

".ALTO·S RACE TO NOME"

Re-enactm~tof Battle
wita m~men~ Dwans

Fiction or Stage

"BALm'S RACE TO NOME"·SHEER
DRAMA OF MOST THRILLING KIND

(N•••Pl'pu r. ie. '01' _ "Iter .~
of pielarr)

That occa ional glirnp e or real life
bt'ro: m that crn~ to I ring a real­
ization of the weakne of all make­
beli \'e heroic and ro dwarf the im­
agination of the mo t talented fiction
writer 0 dranlati t i again before us
with a vel eance.

Make-believe heroe. trulting in a
makc - belie\'(! atmo phere. br~ving

llIake-helie\'e danger sometimes fur­
n: h drama and thrilling moments on.
the stage or creen. but no actor ever
injected into hi work the sheer drama
and thrill that the producers have
caught in "Balto's Race To Nome,"
the Educational Pictures Special which
is showing at the theatre.

There i nelhing artificial or make
helieve about Ka on the driver, or
Balto, the Siberian ledge dog, the two
heroe of the great struggle with the
element to ave orne, Alaska. from
the grip of a diphtheria epidemic. Man
and dogs are frc h from the frozen

.orth. and their heoric performance is
still fresh in the minds of the nation.
The picturizatioll or their struggle.
filmed on Mt. Ranier. contains the
high-lights or ~he actual life and death
race which thrilled a nation Balto
and Ka on are real heroes and the
picture i a re-enactment of their heroic
fat.

Every mon of unnar Ka on and
hi dog Balto. lin chooled a they are
in the way of th camera worker, i
heer drama-b call e it is true.

HEROES OF RACE
FURNISH mRIIA..s

(N.-.papa- rnlew '01' _ after .bowi...
<II pictIIft)

Balto himself, the famou Siberian
ledge dog. together w.ith hi h roic

driver, Gunnar Kasson, re-enacting for
the camera their desp rate race to
Nome are furnishing the drama and
thrills on the program at the .
Theatre in the Educational p cial.
"Balto's Race To orne."

This remarkable picture is not a
product of stage props or actors; it
i an actual reproduction of a historic
event. an epi od in the liC or a turdy
frontier man and a brav dog-a cam·
ra record or one or the rate t d ed

of pluck and heroi 10 \ ithin the I t
d cade.

The picture wa m de in the d ep
now of L Rani r with Ka 011 an.1

hi dOl team head d by Balto.

, .

\
I
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CASH IN, ON THIS SPECIAL! !'.

IDda -/Wr Cat

of the team was placed in the lead and found and held
the trail thrOUCh a storm 50 thick tMt Ka n could
not see twenty feet ahead. The narrative wiU be one
of the remembered.tales of brave deeds long after the
present generation has passed on.

Realize that you ha\-c-ove of the biggest box-office
specials ever offered to you and exploit it and advertise
it accordingly. Make it the big feature of your ad­
vertising-and advertise more than has been your
custom. This two lUI Special has all the drawing
power of the biggest feature you ever booked-but you
must advertise and exploit it

Educational has prepared an arra of cuts to be
- --used in advertising and publicity. Get them from your

exchange and use them liberally. The electros are
sold at'a nominal cost and the mats are free. Order
from your exchange, by number.

"Balto's Race To Nome" is without doubt, one of
the best Short Subjects ever issued for' adrerti ing
purposes..

11- is doubtful whether any single evenr in the last.
decade has aroused such universal interest as did thi
heroic and successful effort to save diphtheria stricken
Nome and the more-than-dramatic way in which it was
accompli hed. Thousands of columns of news per
'pace allover the American -continent were devot to
the truggle and to the accomplishment of it an a'l
many more columns have been devoted to publici on
the heroic man and his lead-<log since then.

Every man, woman and child who can' read
heard the story of the dash through blindin& and f
iog blizzards, over desolate waste-lands in kiUing
zero weather; how Kasson pushed on when his
failed him and .ho~ he himself lost the trail aft
trongest dogs had given out and-how Balto, 1'haf

ODe CoIamD by One IDcb "Ad" Cut
For Electro Ord. No. 3690-1:

For lI't (Free) Ord. No. 1690-11

ACCESSORIES
• • •

Band Colored SUde.
Four Color One Slleete

Duo-Tint 11 x 14 Lobby Card.
(Eight Cards to Set)

Black and White 8 x 10 Photos
(Ten Photos to Set)

One Column Publicity Cuts and Mats
Two Column Publicity Cut and Mat

One Column by One Inch"Ad" Cats and Mats
Two Column by One and One Balf Inch ••Ad" Cats

and Ma
Three Column by Six Inch "Ii. "Cut and Mats

(All Mat Fre)

And Tlte FulJeat Cooperation fro Yoar Exchange
( ut and "at mu t be order-eel by number')

CA .
For Newspaper

"Balto's Race To Nome"-the epic of the frozen
north. reenacted by the· heroes, Gunnar Kas on and
Balto, the wonder~.

• ••
The great struggle 1rith death-the Tace-through the

frozen wastes pf the North to save a plague--. tricktn
('ity-See it in "Balto' Race To Nome" with Gunnar
Kas on and Balto. • ••

Balto, the hero-dog and Ka son hi brave rna'ter.
in "Balto' Race To Nome"--a reenactment of th
great life-and-death truggle which tilTed the world.

•••
More thrilling than the greatest drama ever written!
he reenactment of the ~t dash t ve a city-

" to' Race To ome,' with Gunnar K son and
Ito himself!

•



This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
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